
Downey Fly Fishers
March 2009                                                                   Monthl y  Newsletter

At This Month’s Meeting

“The Fishingest Club Around”

Upcoming Event s

March 4th-8th
Fred Hall Show 
Long Beach Convention    
Center

March 10th
General Meeting 7pm
Dean Endress - 
Fly Fishing Baja 

March 19th
Board Meeting 7pm
Bob S tuart’ s Home

April 14th
General Meeting 7pm

April 25th
White Elephant 
Fundraiser

Deadline for the April
newsletter is Feb 25th

Members who have access to 
E-mail can send stories,

announcements or classified
ads to: Liz Rasmussen or 

Brain Matthews

Dean Endress, aka "Fly Junkie", the originator of many
well known fly patterns like the Razzler for the surf and the
well known Robo Pheasant Tail for freshwater will present

a program on fly fishing Baja's Sea of Cortez.  
Dean has been a professional fly tier for many years and
has tied at many fly fishing shows and clubs.  He has also

taught many anglers the art of fly tying and is currently
working at the Fisherman's Spot.  

If you ever browse through our local fly fishing boards,
you're bound to come across "Fly Junkie", Dean's 

board name.  Dean is an avid angler as well as fly tier 
and this becomes very evident as you read his posts 

and responses.

Dean hosts a trip to Baja through the Fisherman's Spot.
He has gained a lot of firsthand knowledge of the 
area and will be sharing that knowledge with us at

this month's meeting.

Please join Dean at six for a fly tying demonstration.

At our April 14th meeting, we will have an in house 
presentation that will be announced in the April Newsletter.

Our annual White Elephant Sales will be held on Saturday
April 25th.  Please give your donations for the sale to
Zino Nakasuji.  Flies tied by our members is always 

a popular item at this event.  
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C h a i r p e r s o n s
Trout in The Classroom........Randy Teeple    
Conservation & FFF Rep.....Carl Laski 
Education.........John Barnett & Bob Stuart     
Pot Lucks.........Brian Matthews
Membership......Brian Matthews
Outings.............Position open
Programs......... Zino Nakasuji & Ray Sugiyama    
Refreshments....Carl Laski       
Video Library.....Fred Roberts     
Newsletter ........Liz Rasmussen & Brian Matthews
Raffles...............Brad Blancett  
Website ............Carl Laski & Jerry Phan
Publicity.............Brian Matthews & John Barnett
Fly bank.............Ron Sakoda       

C l u b  O f f i c e r s
President................Carl Laski  
V.President.............Position open
Secretary................Brian Matthews
Treasurer................Bob Stuart 
Past President........LIz Rasmussen     

Board of  Di rectors
Eric Rasmussen
Bill Shelly
Mike Jedlick
Terry Matsuura

Frank Russick
John Barnett
Jim Buchanan
“Doc” Phil Soloman

Help Wanted!
Submitted by Carl Laski

We are looking for volunteers for the following
positions:

· Newsletter Editor
· Refreshment Chairperson
· Raffle Chairperson
· Outing Chairperson

If you are interested, please call or speak with
any officer or board member.

CLUB OUTINGS
Submitted by Carl Laski

March 14 - 15 - Colorado River - Smallmouth
Bass
April 17 - 19 - Kern River/Lake Isabella
May 15 - 17 - Mammoth #1
June
July
August
September ?TBD - Saltwater
October 9 - 11 - Mammoth #2
November
December

If you are interested in organizing and/or 
leading an outing, please contact me at 
(714) 995-4219.  

DFF is looking for a lap top computer .

We need a lap top computer that is able to run
PowerPoint shows and run DVDs. We are hop-
ing that someone has one that they are not
using they will donate to the club. It will be used
at the Fred Hall Show and will be available for
our guest speakers and used at our potlucks for
entertaining slide shows.

Please contact Carl Laski, Brian Matthews, or
Liz Rasmussen if you can help with this.

Fly Tying Night s

We are doing Fly Tying Nights at Brian’s home
again.  It will be held INDOORS on Tuesday
March 24th at 4729 Coldbrook Ave in Lakewood
from 6PM to 9 PM. This is for those members or
friends that want to get together to fly tie, learn
about news patterns, get tips on techniques or
just visit and BS. Contact info is (562) 425-7936
or e-mail at bnmamdthegirls@earthlink.net.
Hope to see you all there!

Thanks, Brian
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President’ s Message

After watching Joe Cont aldi's present ation on the Eastern Sierras at our general meeting in
February , I was tempted to follow Joe home to fish the waters that are open year-round.  I
don't think that I was only one contemplating on following Joe home.  Unfortunately , it looks
like I'll have to wait two more months until the "opener" in the Eastern Sierras.  During Joe's
present ation he mentioned numerous flies for fishing the area.  One fly in p articular stuck
out in my mind…a scud.  I must admit that I don't recall ever using a scud p attern.  When I
got home from the meeting, I checked my fly boxes and confirmed that I didn't have any
scuds.  I subsequently scraped the materials together and began to tie some scuds at
Brian's Fly T ying Night.  I will definitely make a point to try this p attern during the upcoming
season.

I'm looking forward to our next guest speaker , Dean Endress, from the Fisherman's S pot in
Van Nuys at our March general meeting.  I had the pleasure of fishing with Dean on a fly fish -
ing charter to Sant a Cruz Island which was the subject of a "Fish T ales" column in our
January 2009 newsletter .  Dean's p assion for fly fishing was obvious during my conversa -
tions with him on the boat.  I anticip ate that Dean will have information available on the 
charters to Sant a Cruz Island later this year .

I would like to thank the members who assisted with the prep aration and volunteered to
work the booth at the Fred Hall Show .  In addition, I would like to thank John W oodling for
his donation of a beautiful box of flies for a matrix board which will help support our club.

Carl

Zino’ s Bonefish
caught in Oahu and
the results on the

hook!
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WIN A FLY BOX!

At the March general meeting, we will be starting a $5.00 matrix board for a beautiful box of flies
that was generously donated by John Woodling.  This fly box is a masterpiece with approximately
325 flies!  Be sure to stop by the table to see the fly box in person and purchase some squares for
an opportunity to win the flies.

Beginning Fly T ying Class

We will be starting our Free Beginning Fly Tying Class on March 18th that will run 7 consecutive
Wednesdays. The first class will be a ‘Get To Know The Tools’ and then the rest  will teach the tech-
niques that will allow you to tie most of the flies you will need to fish just about everywhere. You will
be tying six flies that are musts in anyone fly box. Materials are provided for all the flies and there
are tool to use if needed.  The class is open to members and the general public so invite those you
think would love to learn to tie. 
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Adapt to the Conditions of the Day
Submitted by Zino Nakasugi

I just got back from fishing four of the coldest days I've ever fished in Oahu. My little thermometer
turned out to be a valuable tool while bonefishing in Oahu. To be successful while fishing the flats of
Oahu, you have to adapt to the conditions mother nature gives you. Even in paradise, February is
winter, and what most on the mainland would think is great weather, tropical fish on the other hand
have a whole different take on 70 degree water.  

The air temp during the day was in the high 70s and the night time temps were in the mid to high
60s. I headed out on my first day of fishing with winds of up to 20mph, a low high tide and cloudy
skies with intermittent showers. With no sun, blind casting was the order of the day. I hit a spot
where I know the fish travel on to get onto the flats.  I was able to wade out farther than I have in my
past trips due to the lack of tide and the wind pushing the water back to the breakers in the distance.
The water was surprisingly warm (80 degrees) and I soon landed a nice 3.25lb bonefish on my 9wt
rod and 20lb fluorocarbon tippet. I made my way out further and made a nice blind cast that unfurled
above the water. I did a five count and started my short strips with the tip of my rod slightly in the
water and pointed at the fly. I was on my fourth or fifth strip when that familiar jolt ran up my rod that
caused me to automatically strip strike with my left hand.  I let the fish run with my left fingers
shaped liked the OK signal and all of the loose line cleared with the line now screaming off
the reel.  This fish made a run into my orange 30lb backing of around 70 yards, but in three sepa-
rate phases. It slowed down two times during the run, but kicked it back up to full after each slow
down until it finally stopped. I finally landed this hot 6.75lb bone, but after the release, I noticed what
it had done to my 811S fly hook. That stout hook was partially opened up so I was lucky to land that
fish.  I'm now going to tie my bonefish patterns on Gamakatsu SL11-3H and SL12S hooks.
The Tiemco hooks are fine when you are using lighter tippets in other areas of the world, but in
Oahu you have a lot of razor sharp coral to contend with when you wade fish. I was a happy camper
in 80 degree water with no sun and the trade winds constantly blowing at my back.

I finally got a blue bird day on my third fishing day. I was able to land five bonefish and LDR three
others in the two previous days of fishing. I certainly wasn't going to blind cast with the flat all lit up.
The problem was the temperature.  75 degrees on the inside of the flat and 70 degrees three quar-
ter out on the flat. I could see Oliver Owen with two clients in the distance. They started to make
their way back to the inside so I decided to get back to warmer water and do the same. I never saw
one fish going out or coming in.  Oliver told me later that he took his clients to another location and
found warmer water and they were able to get three sight fished shots, but no takers. I, on the other
hand, went to that dark flat with the 80 degree water and got a bent rod but LDR'd what fought like a
nice bar jack. The fish hit the fly, jerked around and then made a run to the outside, stopped and
headed back so fast that I couldn't keep up with my dominant right hand and large arbor Bauer M5
reel. I thought the fish was off, but as got the belly out of the line, it started to pull off to my left 
creating a rooster tail in the water that I could actually hear slicing the water!  It suddenly stopped on
a dime, with my rod bent and no slack in the system.  My rod popped back up to attention and the
fish got off.  It might have rubbed its head on some structure and popped the fly out.  It definitely
fought like a squirrely jack!

Sight fishing for bones, while wading, is one of the most exciting ways to fish, but if the cards aren't
laid out for it, blind casting with a knowledge of where the fish travel can be very rewarding. 
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March 10th
Apollo Park Senior Center
12458 Rives Ave, Downey 
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DFF Support s;

www.downeyflyfishers.org

PO Box 516
Downey Ca 90241


