
Downey Fly Fishers
May 2009                                                                   Monthl y  Newsletter

At This Month’s Meeting

“The Fishingest Club Around”

Upcoming Event s

May 12th
General Meeting 7pm

May 19th
Fly tying at Brian’ s 6pm

May 15th- 17th
Mammoth Outing

May 21st
Board Meeting 7pm
Phil Soloman’ s Home

June 6th
Installation Potluck

Deadline for the June
newsletter is May 25th

Members who have access to 
E-mail can send stories,

announcements or classified
ads to: Liz Rasmussen or 

Brain Matthews

While tying flies at the Fred Hall Show in March 2008, Carl
Laski looked up to see a gentleman watching him tie a
Damsel Fly pattern.  Carl introduced himself and they

talked about fly fishing.  At the end of the conversation,
Carl handed him a Downey Fly Fishers' business card with
the club's website and his phone number.  The gentleman

that Carl had met, Jerry Phan, would soon attend a
Downey Fly Fishers meeting, join the club and design our
new website.  Carl soon learned of Jerry's passion of fly
fishing for smallmouth bass.  After watching Jerry catch
bass in his videos posted on YouTube.com (search by
Jerry Phan), Carl was hooked.  He wanted to catch a

smallmouth bass on a fly rod just like Jerry in his videos.

Later that year, Jerry served as Carl's guide on his favorite
smallmouth bass water, the Colorado River near Blythe.

Please join Jerry "Bass Hunter" Phan and Carl Laski for an
evening of jokes, wisecracks, and their presentation on Fly

Fishing for Bass.  Jerry and Carl will discuss tactics and
places to fish. Fly tying demonstration begins at 6pm.
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C h a i r p e r s o n s
Trout in The Classroom........Randy Teeple &     

Richard Dekker    
Conservation & FFF Rep.....Carl Laski 
Education.........John Barnett & Bob Stuart     
Pot Lucks.........Brian Matthews
Membership......Brian Matthews
Outings.............Position open
Programs......... Zino Nakasuji & Ray Sugiyama    
Refreshments....Carl Laski       
Video Library.....Fred Roberts     
Newsletter ........Liz Rasmussen & Brian Matthews
Raffles...............Brian Matthews 
Website ............Jerry Phan & Tod Suttle
Publicity.............Brian Matthews & John Barnett
Fly bank.............Ron Sakoda       

C l u b  O f f i c e r s
President................Carl Laski  
V.President.............Position open
Secretary................Brian Matthews
Treasurer................Bob Stuart 
Past President........LIz Rasmussen     

Board of  Di rectors
Eric Rasmussen
Bill Shelly
Mike Jedlick
Terry Matsuura

Frank Russick
John Barnett
Jim Buchanan
“Doc” Phil Soloman

Help Wanted!

We are looking for volunteers for the following
positions:

· Newsletter Editor
· Refreshment Chairperson
· Raffle Chairperson
· Outing Chairperson

If you are interested, please call or speak with
any officer or board member.

CLUB OUTINGS
Submitted by Carl Laski

May 15 - 17 Mammoth #1
June 19 - 21 SWCFFF Rush Creek Cleanup
July TBD
August TBD
September 17 Sea Jay - Channel Islands
October 9 - 11 Mammoth #2
November TBD
December TBD

If you are interested in organizing and/or 
leading an outing, please contact me at 
(714) 995-4219.  

Fly Tying Night s

We are doing Fly Tying Nights at Brian’s home
again.  It will be held INDOORS In the garage
on Tuesday the 19th at 4729 Coldbrook Ave in
Lakewood from 6PM to 9 PM. This is for those
members or friends that want to get together to
fly tie, learn about news patterns, get tips on
techniques or just visit and BS. Contact info is
(562) 425-7936 or e-mail at
bnmamdthegirls@earthlink.net.  Hope to see
you all there!
Thanks, Brian

Website Review
Submitted by Carl Laski

During the Fred Hall Show, I was visiting with
Bob Graham who is a member of the Long
Beach Casting Club.  Bob told me about a web-
site (www.canadianllama.com) that sells fly tying
beads and coneheads at the lowest price he
has been able to find.  After visiting the website,
I would have to agree with Bob.  In the "Brass
Bead Heads" section, there is a helpful "Hook
and Bead Chart" that shows the recommended
size bead by hook manufacturer and size of hook.

Installation Potluck will be held Saturday June 6th!
Mark you calendar!
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President’ s Message

As I have mentioned in the past, the annual auction is critical to the financial health and
operation of our club.  W e have seen the cost of guest speaker fees (and travel costs)
increase over the recent years which is by far our largest expense.  Due to the current econ -
omy , the board members were nervous in the weeks prior to the annual auction.  I'm pleased
to announce that the auction on April 26, 2009 was successful due to the work, dedication
and generosity of numerous members.  It truly was a team ef fort.

First, I would like to thank Zino Nakasuji for soliciting and organizing over 180 auction items
which is a huge and important task.  I don't want to forget Zino's wife, Marcia, who made
several gift baskets that were beautifully decorated as usual.  

And what's an auction without an auctioneer to extract the bidder's money .  Brad Blancett
once again served as the auctioneer .  Thanks Brad.  In order to keep the flow of the auction
going, Marissa Laski volunteered as the auctioneer's assistant.  Thanks Marissa.  And thanks
to Britta Laski who picked up and delivered pizza and salad to a bunch of hungry fly fish -
ers/bidders.

I would like to thank our cashiers, Brian Matthews and Bob S tuart.  I don't know how they
keep track of all winning bids and amounts.  V ery few people can comprehend, "#15 (item),
25 ($), #5 (bidder)".  

You also can't have an auction without items.  Once again, we are very fortunate to receive a
generous donation of several fly boxes from John W oodling.  A big thanks to John.  I would
also like to thank Frank Kuhn for the shadow boxes and other donated items.  And thanks to
several other members and companies who donated items.

Finally , I would like to the members and guests who actively bid and spent money at the auc -
tion to support the club.

All of you made the auction a success!
Carl

CONSERVATION PROJECT

The Southwest Council Federation of Fly Fishers (SWCFFF) will be holding their 3rd annual Rush
Creek Clean-Up on Saturday, June 20, 2009 from 7am to 12 noon.  This event is sponsored by the
Silver Lake Resort.  Meet at the Silver Lake boat ramp at 7am to sign-up.  Remember to bring a hat,
gloves, sunscreen, water bottle and waders.  Trash
bags will be provided.  

A barbeque lunch will be provided by the Silver
Lake Resort after the clean-up.  SWCFFF will also
be installing monofilament recycling tubes at key
areas.  Please contact Carl Laski at 
carl.laski@sbcglobal.net 
if you can attend since the Silver Lake Resort
needs a head count to plan for the BBQ lunch.
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Surf Tournament

Submitted by Carl Laski

In early April, John Barnett organized a local surf tournament.  As Bill Shelly and I drove into the
parking lot at the beach, I was surprised to see so many members including Zino Nakasuji, Ron
Sakoda, Mike Jedlick, Alan Reising, Tod Suttle, Tom Nigro, Perry Crosbie, Fred Roberts, Frank
Russick and even Frank Selby.  It has been a long time since we've had so many members attend a
club outing.  John handed out an identical fly to each participant that he personally tied for the
event.  Everyone enjoyed the surf tournament and agreed that we would have to do it again soon.
John, thanks for putting this tournament together.
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Fish Tales - En La Mosca
Submitted by Carl Laski

Did Carl finally go fly fishing in Baja California?  Well…no but it is on my list of places to go fly fish-
ing.  The translation of "En La Mosca" from Spanish to English is "In the Fly."  On April 26th, I had
the pleasure of fishing San Diego Bay with Bob Day of En La Mosca Adventures
(www.enlamosca.com) and Steve Piper who is a member of the Golden State Fly Casters
(www.goldenstateflycasters.org).

Bob's retirement goal is to become a licensed captain and guide for fly fishing and light tackle fishing
in and around San Diego Bay by the end of 2010.  Currently, Bob is not a licensed guide and does
not charge for his services.  However, on Bob's website, he invites people to fish with him and only
asks that you contribute $20.00 to help cover the cost of gas and boat expenses. 

I met Bob and Steve at the National City launch ramp at 6:30am.  We loaded our gear in Bob's boat
which is equipped with a stand-up stripping basket in the bow and stern.  As we were motoring out
of the marina, Bob advised me to get my fly rod set up since we would be fishing in only 5 minutes.
I quickly assembled my 8 wt rod with 6-7 feet of 8lbs fluorocarbon leader and tied on a Clouser pat-
tern.   We made several drifts across the channel and it wasn't long before all three of us caught
Spotted Bay Bass.  We tried stripping line in slow and fast but drifting the fly behind the boat
seemed to work best on this particular day.  I also dropped down to 6lbs fluorocarbon and length-
ened the leader to 8-9 feet which resulted in more takes and fish landed.  During the morning, Steve
landed two bonefish which was very impressive.  

The Back Bay, south of the Coronado Bridge, is a peaceful place to fish.  There is little boat traffic
and I felt that we had the entire place to fish for ourselves.  I was pleased to see others fly fishing
from boats, kayaks, float tubes and wading from shore.

Since the high tide peaked (slack tide) around 11:30 am, we headed for the launch ramp.

Bob and Steve, I enjoyed fishing San Diego Bay with you. 



This Month’ s Meeting

May 12th
Apollo Park Senior Center
12458 Rives Ave, Downey 
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DFF Support s;

www.downeyflyfishers.org

PO Box 516
Downey Ca 90241


